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Gris-Gris 

 

Jack B. Bedell 

 

 

‘Yesterday we came into the yard of an old homestead long abandoned […] The 

smell of those people was gone, but something remained in the air about the ruin 

of their cabin—something cold and disheartening’—Molly Gloss, Wild Life (2000). 

 

 

Even the wildest of beasts 

 stay clear of the stench 

 

memories leave in abandoned 

 spaces. They might explore 

 

an old farmhouse’s cabinets 

 for food, or even sleep 

 

in its closets on cold nights, 

 but once all nooks are cleaned out 

 

and the yard’s dug up 

 for whatever it holds, 

 

nature always leaves these ghosts 

 to grass and the slow return of trees. 
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